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NEWSLETTER 10/04/2024
THIS IS THE NEWSLETTER OF:

NAME: ____________________________                                   ROOM: _________

Greetings, Kia Ora, Fakaalofa Lahi Atu, Bula Vinaka, Malo e lelei, Talofa Lava, 
Taloha, Kia Orana, Ni Hao, Buenos Dias, Chao, Malo Ni, Habari Dobar Dan, 

Namaste, Salam, Mauri

OUR SCHOOL VALUES
Respect, Personal Responsibility, Passion

OUR SCHOOL VISION
EXCELLENCE FOR ALL

OUR SCHOOL PEPEHA
Ko Tainui tewaka

Ko Hoturoatetangata

Ko Waikato teiwi

Ko TeManukanukao Hoturoatemoana

Ko TeKura Takawaengao ntņhuhutekura

Ko TeHuarahio Nga Waka tewhare

Tiheimauri ora



FROM THE ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL
.

Kia ora, my name is Verna Ernstzen, and I am one of the Associate Principals here at
Otahuhu Intermediate. I oversee the learning areas in our curriculum . I am the lead
teacher for Reading,creating the overview to be followed by teachers. I provide feedback
to theƣĲċĦőĲƖƚќplanning and assist with the pedagogyof delivering lessons in the class.
My role involves working with the assessment of learning, examining the data and
reporting this to the Board so that we can see our strengths and the areas needing
improvement. I oversee the new staff members as they become accustomed to the
teaching expectations at our school. It is a privilegeto also be the SyndicateLeader for the
exciting Rimu.

Thisis the second newsletter for the year. Our newsletters will be available twice per term.
This is one of the many ways that we communicate and keep in contact with you. Please,
check out our school website and our Facebookpagetoo.

We have seen a very busy but exciting second half of Term 1. The upgrading of the
playground with new picnic benches for students to sit around during break times has
proved to be a hit with everyone. It is also great to see an increase in the number of
students who cycle to school and lock their bicycles at the bicycle stand.

Our school values are a constant focus. Students receive special certificates during
school assembly which acknowledges their great efforts at displaying the values and for
upholding our school vision ofћEǂĦĲũũĲŰĦĲfor Allќ. Congratulations to the many recipients
of these certificates.

The seven-day timetable allows us to cover the important Literacy, Math and Inquiry
lessons but we are also able to include Singing assembly, Cultural groups and Tabloid
sports.ÉƣƨĬĲŰƣƚќhealth and fitness is also important thus, we continue to do Kori Tinana
(Fitness)nearly everymorning. Thismeans that students must have their PEuniform with
them every day. However, students must wear their school uniform to and from school
everyday. PEuniform is for PEtimes.



FROM THE ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL
.Readingis important in forming the foundation to ƚƣƨĬĲŰƣƚќlearning and understanding.
Weare currently following a ReadingChallengewhere teachers read to their classes for 15
minutes everyday. Students are expected to read during SSRtime; however, they are also
expected to take a reader home and continue with their personal reading for at least 20
minutes. Wewould encouragefamilies to take an interest in what is beingread.

Thetimetable offers a period for a SingingAssembly, led by the teachers, but students can
assist with the choices of songsto be sungat the assemblies. It is a chance to have lots of
fun and movement. Everyoneloves it!

Everystudent belongs to a cultural group where they are learning about the culture, songs
and dance movements. Thefive cultural groups are: KapaHaka, Tongan,Samoan, Indian,
and the Cook Island тNiue groups. The groups are run by teachers but there are
opportunites for students to play a leadership role.

Tabloid sports allows the students to use their physical skills, which they learn during PE
time. Thewhole school is divided int many teams where they compete in various games
againstone another.

OIS has had an improvement in schoolwide attendance. We would hope that everyone
realises that attendance is important to successful learning. We have had some days
where the attendance was 94%. This is encouraging; however, it is vital that we maintain
this standard. Our next steps are to focus on improving the punctuality of students.

Please remember that we have anћ§ƓĲŰDoorÂŸũŔĦǃќwhere you can come in to discuss
any issues that your child is experiencing. We can only deal with issues if we are made
aware of what is happening. We would remind parents that they must be aware of which
social media platforms their child is always using.

Finally, we had our class photos taken by PhotoLife. Youwill be able to order a class photo
online. Wehope you will purchase a class photo and build the memories of school.

We look forward to seeing you around the school, and hope that you enjoy being part of 
the OIS whanau.

Nga mihi

Verna Ernstzen

Associate Principal

Otahuhu Intermediate School



ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL
We love having your children here at school! They bring a happy smile and energy! Whilst we know 

that some days we have appointments, family events and celebrations, we feel sad when students 

miss out on school unnecessarily, so we wanted to share these facts with you:

ñHow about 10 minutes late a day? Surely that wonôt affect my childéò

If your child misses: That equals: Which is:
And over 13 years of 

schooling, that is: 

1 day every 2 weeks 20 days per year 4 weeks per year Nearly 1.5 years

1 day per week 40 days per year 8 weeks per year Over 2.5 years

2 days per week 80 days per year 16 weeks per year Over 5 years

3 days per week 120 days per year 24 weeks per year Nearly 8 years

If your child misses: That equals: Which is:
And over 13 years of 

schooling, that is: 

10 mins per day 50 mins per week Nearly 1.5 weeks per 

year

Nearly half a year

20 mins per day 1 hr 40 mins per week Over 2.5 weeks per 

year

Nearly 1 year

30 mins per day Half a day per week 4 weeks per year Nearly 1.5 years

1 hour per day 1 day per week 8 weeks per year Over 2.5 years

Not only does lateness affect a childôs education, but it also has an impact on our office staff, who 

need to meet with these students and adjust the morning register. This takes them away from 

completing other important tasks that benefit our students. 

Instruction starts at 8:45am each day. But classes 

are open at 8.30am each day.

All students must arrive at school before then

to prepare for the day. 

Please do your absolute best to ensure your child 

arrives at school on time. Get in touch with us if you 

have special circumstances, so we are aware of what 

is happening for your whǕnau.



TERM 2 2024 CALENDAR

WEEK DATE EVENT

1 Monday 29th April Start of Term 2

Mon 29th April ï3 May Dental van at OIS

2

3 Monday 13th May Immunisation Day for Y8:

HPV dose 1

Mon 13th May-Fri 17th May Dental van at OIS

4 Monday 20th -24th May Financial Literacy: Getwise

5 Friday 31st May Staff Only Day 

(Otahuhu Kahui ako)

No school for the students)

6 Monday 3rd June Kingôs Birthday - Public Holiday

7

8

9 Friday 28th June Matariki ïPublic Holiday

No school for the students

10 Friday 5th July End of term 2

Please note that there maybe some new events that need to happen at late 

notice due to unforeseen circumstances. However, we will do our best to 

update the term calendar regularly. 



Teaching and Learning
Focus for Term 2

Values: Personal Responsibility  through the Topic of Inspirational Leaders and

Service

Writing: Exposition/ Transactional writing: Persuasive writing, Letter writing (formal 

and Friendly), emotive and persuasive language, simple and compound sentences; 

Poetry, Idioms and Proverbs.

Values: Personal Respo

Mathematics:

Number skills: Fractions. Percentage, Decimals, Multiplication, division, word 

problems

Strand: Statistics (types of graphs)

Inquiry: Social Science:

Topic: Inspirational people and Serviceïlocal and global.

How do they affect me and what can I do that affects others positively?

Reading: Non-fiction texts, articles, adverts, visual reading posters, Poetry

Specialists/ Technology:

Visual Art: India Ink

Health: Emotional Resilience and Te Whare Tapawha

Semi-Specialisation:

Te Reo

Sign Language

Careers

Geography



STAFF CHANGES

Miss Phoebe

TEACHER AIDE

WELCOME

My name is Phoebe Sala. I am a proud

NZ-born Samoan. I enjoy listening to

music, taking care of our church youth

group. I am looking forward to building

interpersonal relationships with the

students here at OIS, and to bring my

passion and faith to use as my strength,

to not only serve but nurture our

students to be the best. I will be

assisting with the students who are

English Speakers of Other Languages

(ESOL)

Miss Sarah Buckwell

TEACHER AIDE

FAREWELL

My name is Sarah and I have been a

Teacher Aide here at OIS since

2022. In my time here I have been a

part of Kauri and Rimu Syndicates. I

have enjoyed helping students with

their learning as well as with band,

and filming and editing videos for

classes. Sadly, I am leaving OIS at

the end of Term 1 to move to the

United States of America. A big thank

you to everyone at OIS, you have

made my time here memorable.



SYNDICATE SPIRIT DAY

We had our first 

Syndicate Spirit 

Day for 2024! It 

was an 

AWESOME day!! 

Students 

participated in 

heaps of 

different 

activities run by 

Counties 

Manukau Sport. 

A huge shout 

out to the staff 

for their mahi 

and to CM Sport 

for making sure 

our day rocked! 

It was great to 

see so many of 

our students 

dressed up and 

representing 

their syndicate 

with passion! We 

canét wait for our 

next Syndicate 

Spirit Day!



The whole day was dedicated to active sport pursuits. Students rotated through

stations set up for padder tennis, netball, football, basketball, touch rugby,

cricket, volleyball, hockey, "fun station", badminton, ñCapture the Flag", and

dodgeball. Groups were mixed from the three syndicates of Rimu, Kowhai and

Kauri. The sun was out in full force and the full schedule made for a very busy

day which was enjoyed by all.

SYNDICATE SPIRIT DAY



Night Markets
Thank You for your Support . On Friday, 15th

March, Otahuhu Intermediate had its first Night
Market. This was well supported by students,
whanau and the wider community. Eachclass had
their own stall where a wide varietyof food was on
offer. It was a good opportunity for the students to
showcase their hard work and passion in
preparing their class stall. Students developed
entrepreneurial skills where they discussed and
worked out how best to market and sell their
goods. Throughout the week, all classes
continued with their regular learning programmes
but managed to fit in some time to plan and
organisegoods for their own class stall. Everystall
was colourful and unique, decorated by the
students. They sold their goods with pride! Our
school values were clearly on display where you
could see the respect for our school by the huge
support; personal responsibility, where so many
students and families made huge contributions to
the classes; and passion, where the students
persevered in selling all their goods, competing
with the other stalls. The teachers worked very
hard at communicating and organising with the
families who donated and made delicious food to
sell. They were able to meet and build
connections and relationships with whanau.
Thank you. It was very humbling to see the great
support from everyone.



Night Markets



Fanau Fakataha -Fono
We had our first Fakataha/Talanoa for our two Bilingual Enrichment classesKalasi

Tonga and FasengaSamoa. This was an opportunity for our studentséfamilies to

talk about what they want to see in these classesand to hear about what is already

happening in these spaces. There was an excellent turn out of family and the
evening was superbly run by Mrs Liu and Mrs Tariu. Mņlo aupito and Fa'afetai lava

everyone!



Our students are very fortunate to have a variety of activities to participate in during 

lunchtime. Miss Oliver provides hands-on craft activities where students can learn about 

the Maori traditions of weaving using harakeke.

Lunchtime Activities

Students can just hang out on our new picnic benches.

Visual Art Lunchtime Textile Activity

Students are now doing tie-dye during break times in the art room with Mr T.

!



ACTIVITES AROUND SCHOOL

All students participate in a cultural group: Kapa 

Haka, Tongan, Samoan, Indian, Cook Island/ Niue. 

Here we have the Samoan and Cook Island/ Niue 

groups.

Staff running a Reading programme called RT3T. The students learn to be the 

óteacherô in the group. Each member has a special task and role. This is Room 5.

Students receiving their certificates at school assembly for displaying 

behaviour which reflects our school values.



ACTIVITES AROUND SCHOOL

Kori Tinana (Fitness) continues every morning for

20 minutes. There are 3 rotations: Just Dance,

skipping, running and exercises. The body AND

minds get a great workout!

Tabloid sports allows students to use

their skills which they learn in PE

We have embarked on a 21day Read Aloud Challenge to create a 

reading habit. SSR is part of the daily timetable. Students must be 

reading at home too.



Project Wy
Project Wy seasonis here! Congratulationsto the student leaderswho were selectedto
be apartof the 2024ProjectWyLeadershipProgramme. Thepurposeof this programmeis
all focusedaroundwhanauand buildingstrong relationshipsbetween the parents,child,
schooland communityall while havingfun. Will take part in the Rotorua10km Marathon
and ToughGuyToughGirl Challenge. Besiderelationshipbuilding,another positiveresult
will be an improvement to ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎphysicalfitness. We wish you well for the early
morningtrainingandfun.

A Parent Info presentationwasheldon 21st Marchat 5.30pm in our hall. There wasa full

house last night, with a whopping 37 families in attendance.

A huge thank you to the Project Wy Team for coming in, to OIS to promote the

awesomemahi they do with our kids.

The first morning of Project Wy was a success!A massiveturnout of students and a

significant adult in their life. Thank you to the OIS staff for your energy and

commitment towards this great initiative.



Sports teams
Students trialled and trained to represent our school against other Intermediates in

softball and tag. The students have shown the school values of passion, personal

responsibility and respect throughout the tough training sessions during intervals as

well as after school. A huge thanks to the staff for their time to train the students.

Theteam of girls from year 7 and 8 that representedOISat the South-West Zone
InterschoolSoftball competition were outstanding. We placed3rd overall, having
made it to the semi-finals. Our girls were outstandingon the outfield, on target
pitchers,aswell asfar hitting batters. Theyhavedoneour schoolproud in all their
training and game efforts. Well done to our incredible team: Lofa (captain),
Brooklynn (vice-captain), Angell, Sia, Charlotte, Tonga,Elisa,Amanda,Chanlika,
Chyrelle, ZaraLee, Sapphira,Ghianna, Gabby, andKalita.



Sports Activities
Our girls and boys TagTeamsplayed the annual SWZTagTournament at
Ngati Otara Park . Theskills on show were outstanding. Our girls played
exceptionally well all day under the leadership of their Captain Elisa
PaseneR9.



Here is an opportunity for us to show

RESPECT. We pay tribute and thanks to all

those who have gone to war and who have died

in battle in order to uphold the community value

of Democracy. Join the rest of New Zealand and

Australia in this memorial ceremony. OIS has

participated in the Dawn Service for many years.

Bring your families along too. Thank you to miss

Oliver for organising the opportunity for our

school to be represented.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
ANZAC DAY DAWN SERVICE

Previous Project Wy events

Å Rotorua 10km run

Å Mud Run

Å Science Stem July holidays 

at the University of Auckland

Å Rangitoto walk



COMMUNITY NOTICE

McAuley High School 2025 
Enrolment
Enrolmentsare now open for Year9
studentsin 2025.
The closingdate for non-preference
studentsis 12 April 2024, the end of
Term1.
The closing date for preference
students is 27 September2024, the
endof Term3.
Enrolment packs can be collected
from the schooloffice, downloaded
from our websiteor you canphone
the office to haveone postedout to
you.

DonnaBuchanan is organising Gently 
Loved Markets Teens on Saturday 4th

of May at the Western Springs Garden 
Community Hall from 10am to 1pm. 

GLM Teens offers a sustainable 
market day for 8 - 16 year olds, 
featuring second hand, and upcycled 
clothing, accessories, plants, baking 
and more! Proudly part of and 
supported by the Albert-Eden & 
ÂƨťĲƣĝƓċƓċEco Festival. Further 
information can be found on the 
Facebook event page here -
https://fb.me/e/ v81Pvbkjw

https://maps.app.goo.gl/TT1DAN5tFR2ycKw48
https://maps.app.goo.gl/TT1DAN5tFR2ycKw48
https://fb.me/e/v81Pvbkjw


IMPORTANT NOTICE

You maybe aware that the

The Government has

introduced regulations that

require all state schools

and kura to have student

phone rules in use. Rules

must be in use as soon as

possible in Term 1 2024

and no later than Term 2.

Please read our Student®s

Mobile Phone Policy .

If you have any feedback

you would like to provide

on this policy please email

us at

office@otahuhuint .school .

nz

Please provide your

feedback before March 7th.

mailto:office@otahuhuint.school.nz
mailto:office@otahuhuint.school.nz


IMPORTANT NOTICE

IN THE SCHOOL HALL

COME AND HAVE SOME KAI 
TO SET YOU UP FOR THE 

DAY!


