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SCHOOL

Te Kura Takawaenga o Otahuhu

Thursday 06 November 2025

7N
O R e / / o

2 Geti Gy w np=

<y
A " . A\l
REmSAERNNSE
72, b .- =5 o i
---------- SEETE FWE-F

R AT ; ’_\" L5 .
P e = Bl = 2 il
M ot . U LaP
'.';('r",’,“.“ 4 Oi‘(\: — r.;_-'a >
s R A S oo oo SR
S "

e

..........
--------
--------

Celebrating Our New Garden Sign

22-24 Luke Street, Otadhuhu, Auckland 1062

09 2766421

£

S Otahuhu
M Intermediate

@Otahuhuintermediateschool www.Otdhuhuint.school.nz



NEWSLETTER 06/11/2025

THIS IS THE NEWSLETTER OF:

NAME: ROOM:

Greetings, Kia Ora, Fakaalofa Lahi Atu, Bula Vinaka, Malo e lelei, Talofa Lava,
Taloha, Kia Orana, Ni Hao, Buenos Dias, Chao, Malo Ni, Habari Dobar Dan,
Namaste, Salam, Mauri

OUR SCHOOL VALUES

Respect, Zersonal /@_/rw/ff/%/#z;a, Passion

OUR SCHOOL VISION
EXCELLENCE FOR ALL

OUR SCHOOL PEPEHA

Ko Tainui te waka
Ko Hoturoa te tangata
Ko Woikato te iwi
Ko Te Manukanuka o Hoturoao te moana
Ko Te Kura Takawaenga o Otahuhu te kura

Ko Te Huarahi o Nga Waka te whare

Tihei mauri ora



FROM THE ASSOCIATE

PRINCIPAL

As we reach the halfway point of Term 4, I'm reminded that it's not
the journey nor the destination that matters most — it's the
company we keep along the way.

At Otahuhu Intermediate, we are surrounded by an incredible
community of students, staff, and whanau who support, encourage
and inspire one another. Together, we learn, grow and celebrate
every success — big and small.

To our Year 8 students, your time with us is nearly at an end and a
new adventure awaits as you prepare to begin high school. Finish
strong, stay connected and take pride in how far you’'ve come. The
friendships, lessons, and values you've built here will go with you
as you take your next steps.

To our Year 7 students, you've laid a strong foundation this year
learning, growing and contributing to our kura in so many ways. As
you prepare to step into your final year at Otahuhu Intermediate,
keep striving to be leaders and role models who live our school
values of Respect, Personal Responsibility and Passion every day.

Let's make the most of the weeks ahead, continuing to value the
company we keep and the shared journey that makes our kura
such a special place to belong.

Nga mihi nui, ey

Pierre Buys

Associate Principal — Pastoral Care - Kauri Syndicate Leader




ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL

We love having your children here at school! They bring a happy smile and energy! Whilst we know
that some days we have appointments, family events and celebrations, we feel sad when students
miss out on school unnecessarily, so we wanted to share these facts with you:

If your child misses:

That equals:

Which is:

And over 13 years of
schooling, that is:

1 day every 2 weeks

20 days per year

4 weeks per year

Nearly 1.5 years

1 day per week

40 days per year

8 weeks per year

Over 2.5 years

2 days per week

80 days per year

16 weeks per year

Over 5 years

3 days per week

120 days per year

24 weeks per year

Nearly 8 years

“How about 10 minutes late a day? Surely that won't affect my child...”

If your child misses:

That equals:

Which is:

And over 13 years of
schooling, that is:

10 mins per day

50 mins per week

Nearly 1.5 weeks per
year

Nearly half a year

20 mins per day

1 hr 40 mins per week

Over 2.5 weeks per
year

Nearly 1 year

30 mins per day

Half a day per week

4 weeks per year

Nearly 1.5 years

1 hour per day

1 day per week

8 weeks per year

Over 2.5 years

Not only does lateness affect a child’s education, but it also has an impact on our office staff, who
need to meet with these students and adjust the morning register. This takes them away from

Instruction starts at 8:45am each day. But classes

are open at 8.30am each day.

All students must arrive at school before then

to prepare for the day.

completing other important tasks that benefit our students.

Please do your absolute best to ensure your child
arrives at school on time. Get in touch with us if you
have special circumstances, so we are aware of what

is happening for your whanau.




TERM FOUR CALENDAR

|

| Please note that there maybe some new events that need to happen at late
| hotice due to unforeseen circumstances. However, we will do our best to

I update the term calendar regularly. I

6 Tuesday 11 November Armistice Day
Wednesday 12 November | MOTAT STEM - selected students

7 Wednesday 19 November | HPV Y8 Boys and Girls catch-up
Wednesday 19 November | Boostrix Y7 catch-up
Friday 21 November Staff Only Day - No school for students
8 Wednesday 26 November | HPV Y8 catch-up
Wednesday 26 November | Boostrix Y7 catch-up
9 Tuesday 2 December Haka Waiata 11.30am-1pm
Wednesday 3 December Syndicate Trips
Friday 5 December Year 8 Graduation 6pm-8pm
10 Tuesday 9 December Student Led Conference 8am-8pm
Thursday 11 December Prizegiving 10am

Friday 12 December Last day of school closes at 12.30pm




CELEBRATING OUR SCHOOL VALUES

If you have visited Otahuhu Intermediate recently, you will
have noticed our stunning new values signage in the
reception area. The display proudly highlights our three core
school values — Respect, Personal Responsibility, and
Passion — along with our vision statement, Excellence for
All.

These values continue to underpin everything we do at
Otahuhu Intermediate as we strive to create an environment
that is both engaging and welcoming for all members of our
school community.

Follow our values, to ensure
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CELEBRATING ATTENDANCE SUCCESS

Attendance truly matters at Otahuhu Intermediate!

At the end of Term 3, we held a special draw to recognise students who
had achieved 100% attendance — both for the term and for the entire
school year to date.

Congratulations to Zinnur Saifuddin (Room 11), who won $150 in Prezzy
cards for maintaining perfect attendance all year, and to Sophie Vea (Room

5), who received a $50 Prezzy card for her 100% attendance during Term
3.

We also celebrated Mrs Gazelle’s class for achieving the Best Class
Attendance for Term 3 — miharo, awesome, rawe!

Our attendance rates showed a significant improvement in the second half
of Term 3, and we look forward to seeing every student continue to strive
' ' m 4,




CELEBRATING A SPECIAL
MILESTONE

We were thrilled to celebrate the first birthday of our Tongan
Bilingual Class Lupe Kafa o Loto Tonga i Otahuhu and our
Samoan Bilingual Class Fatu o le Alofa i Otahuhu.

It is hard to believe a whole year has already passed since
the wonderful opening of these two classes. This milestone is
a moment to reflect on the incredible growth, learning and
cultural pride they have brought to our school community. We
look forward to celebrating many more years of success and
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Te Wiki o te Reo Maori — Maori

Language Week

We proudly celebrated Te Wiki o te Reo Maori, marking 50 years
since the first Maori Language Day was established in 1975. What
began as a single-day event has grown into a nationwide
celebration of te reo Maori — a taonga (treasure) that continues to
strengthen and unite our communities.

This year's theme, “Ake ake ake — A Forever Language,” reflects
the resilience, adaptability, and enduring spirit of te reo Maori,
reminding us of the importance of preserving and growing the
language for future generations.

Our celebrations included a special lunch shared together,
featuring delicious kai prepared by our wonderful staff and whanau
— nga mihi nui for making it such a memorable occasion!




FIJIAN LANGUAGE WEEK

We concluded Fijian Language Week with an awesome celebration of
culture, pride, and identity. It was inspiring to see the enthusiasm and
passion our students showed as they shared their language and
heritage with the wider school community.

A huge thank you to the dedicated teachers who supported and
encouraged our students to take pride in their culture — your guidance

helps keep these traditions alive and celebrated at Otahuhu
Intermediate.




Diwali Week at Otahuhu

Intermediate

Otahuhu Intermediate was alive with colour, culture,
and celebration during our Diwali Week. Each day
brought a new way for students and staff to experience

Day 1 — Saree Wrap-Up Day
The week began in timeless
style with Saree Wrap-Up Day.
Students and staff celebrated
the grace and elegance of
traditional Indian attire, proudly
showcasing sarees in beautiful
colours and fabrics that
reflected the richness of Indian
heritage.

Day 2 — Rangoli Designs
= During Break 2, students took
0 : H“PP‘I ! part in a hands-on Rangoli
i _ Q - O ’l)umd 6 activity, creating intricate designs
FD“\"\}‘M;Q%'_'* | using coloured powders and
s other materials. Rangoli, a
O :) traditional Indian art form,
symbolises welcome, positivity,
and prosperity. The collaborative
artwork filled the space with
vibrant patterns and cultural

pride.




Diwali Week at Otahuhu

Intermediate

Day 3 — Bollywood and Indian
Dance

The energy and rhythm of
Bollywood and Indian dance it
up the school during lunchtime
celebrations. Students and staff
came together to enjoy dynamic
performances that highlighted
the diversity, creativity, and joy of
Indian cultural traditions.

Day 4 — Henna Designs

To conclude the celebrations,
students enjoyed creating
beautiful  henna  (mehndi)
designs. Henna is a traditional
art form symbolising joy and
festivity, and it was wonderful
to see students from all
backgrounds taking part and
celebrating together.

A huge thank you to all the teachers and students who helped make Diwali Week such
a vibrant and meaningful celebration. It was a true reflection of the diversity and unity
that make our kura so special.




Diwali Celebrations at

Otahuhu Intermediate

We ended our special Diwali Week with a wonderful
celebration that brought our school community together
in joy and colour. The week featured lively assembly
performances, delicious food, and incredible
participation from our staff, who truly embraced the spirit
of Diwali.

A heartfelt thank you to Mrs Prasad, Mrs Gazelle, and
Mr and Mrs Kumar for their leadership and effort in
organising such a memorable week of celebration.
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YEAR 6 TASTER DAY

Otahuhu Intermediate recently hosted our Year 6 Taster Day for
students from our contributing schools. A huge nga mihi to the
students from Fairburn, Otahuhu Primary, and Panama Road
Schools — you were fantastic!

It was wonderful to see so much enthusiasm and engagement as
students took part in a range of activities including Food
Technology, Science, Rangahau Taiao, Physical Education,
Samoan, Tongan, and Dance. The excitement and smiles
throughout the day were a true highlight.

We are already looking forward to welcoming these Year 6 students
as part of our kura next year. Whanau, if you haven'’t yet done so,
please ensure your child’s enrolment is completed — Otahuhu

) {0 bel




YEAR 6 TASTER DAY




ART WEEK 2025

Last term, our school hall transformed into a stunning gallery
for the off-timetable Art Exhibition. Each student proudly
showcased an individual piece, while every class contributed
a collaborative artwork. Whanau were impressed by the
creativity and talent on display—what an inspiring celebration
of the arts at OIS! &
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SPORTS CAMP

At the end of Term 3, we were finally able to celebrate our
Sports Camp team. After a long wait for the results, we
were delighted to learn that Otahuhu Intermediate placed
first overalll A huge congratulations to our students for
their outstanding effort, teamwork, and well-deserved
success. Below is one of our Sports Camp participants
Kalita accepting the trophy on behalf of her team.

2025
Champions




South West Zones Volleyball

Our boys’ and girls’ volleyball teams represented Otdhuhu
Intermediate with determination and pride at the South West Zone
Competition on Tuesday. The boys’ team played exceptionally well,
earning a third-place finish, while the girls’ team showed great
effort and teamwork, making it through to the quarterfinals.

A big thank you to our dedicated coaches and teachers for their
support both on and off the court. We are so proud of our students
for demonstrating skill, perseverance, and true OIS spirit
throughout the competition.




South West Zones Basketball

Our Otahuhu Intermediate girls’ and boys’ basketball
teams recently competed in the South West Zone
Basketball Tournament. Both teams demonstrated our
school value of Excellence for All by showing
determination and perseverance right through to the
final whistle.

It was fantastic to see the students’ talents and skills on
display throughout the tournament. We are incredibly
proud of all those who represented our school with
passion and sportsmanship.




CELEBRATING OUR NEW GARDEN SIGN

Our new garden sign has now been officially installed,
proudly displayed alongside the sign from Oke Charity.
Congratulations to Jamie Hendren for creating the winning
design — a fantastic reflection of creativity and pride in our
school environment.

A special thank you also goes to Ms Oliver and our friends at
Oke Charity for their continued support and contribution to
our gardens. Their partnership helps us nurture not only our
plants but also a strong sense of community and care for our
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EXPLORING ROTOROA ISLAND

Thirty of our Otahuhu Intermediate students and their whanau enjoyed an exciting
journey across the moana to Rotoroa Island as part of an Education Outside the
Classroom (EOTC) experience. This trip supported learning across multiple areas,
with a particular focus on the environment, science, conservation, and one of our
kura’s key passions — kaitiakitanga (guardianship of our environment).

Students had the opportunity to see and hear a range of native wildlife, explore the
motu under restoration, and discover fascinating ecosystems within the rock pools.
The sun was shining, the ocean was calm, and everyone appreciated the beauty of
Aotearoa.

We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to the exceptional family members
who generously gave their time to help and support our tamariki — these

experiences would not be possible without you




ROOM 7 LEARNING

’c@ \/

Restoring v

Native Forests

Trees for Survival ‘
seedlings potted-on

to become a
ngahere in 2026.

Global
Discoveries
Through inventions
we are able to look
back and understand
the reason why they
happened, and the
impact on
our world.




ROOM 7 LEARNING

Learn Actively,
Not Passively

Creating roleplay,
boardgames and
instructional videos
which show how to
live by the school

Tuakana Teina

Hosted year 6s
from contributing
schools. We taught

them about our OIS
gardens and the
cool initiatives.




ROOM 3 LEARNING

Students in Room 3 have been engaged in a range of hands-on and creative
learning experiences this term.

In mathematics, students have been constructing 2D and 3D shapes using
sticks and playdough to explore edges, faces, and vertices. These activities
have helped strengthen their understanding of shape properties and develop
spatial reasoning skills. They have also enjoyed using geoboards and rubber

bands to create different geometric designs, deepening their awareness of
patterns and strictures




ROOM 3 LEARNING

In visual art,
students
showcased their
creativity and
imagination
through a vibrant
classroom
exhibition. Each
artwork reflected
their hard work,
unique style, and
pride in their

learning.

To support social and emotional learning, students also spent time
playing board games in groups, practising how to take turns, share
ideas, and encourage one another. These activities have helped build
teamwork, patience, and positive relationships essential skills both in

and hevond the classrnom
"4
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IMPORTANT NOTICE

FRI 21 NOVEMBER

THERE IS NO SCHOOL FOR

f 7 STUDENTS ON THIS DAY

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT & 4 +*"




LEAVERS T-SHIRT

OTAHUHU
INTERMEDIATE

SCHOOL LEAVERS -
;r-smmzqzs

This offer is open to Year 8 students.

Please bring your money to

_._~_8.45am each morning. Make sure
~ > you tell her your size as well!

reception and give to Rozaria before $1 O

ORDERS'CLOSE FRI 7NOV




ENROLMENTS FOR 2026

Enrolments for 2026 are now open. Come into our
main office between 8.30am - 4.30pm to enroll! We
are looking forward to welcoming new whanau to
Otahuhu Intermediate in 2026!

OTAHUHU INTERMEDIATE

ENROL NOW FOR
2026!

Enrolments for 2026 are open from
Monday 18" August!

Make sure you get in early as our roll
continues to grow!

WHAT WE HAVE

(Jp Amazing staff
(J) Samoan Bilingual
(«) Tongan Bilingual
7 reat opportunities for ou
students




COMMUNITY NOTICE

Whanau, we would really appreciate your support with keeping your
children safe after school. There are too many near misses due to
students not using the pedestrian crossing, cars parked on yellow lines,
cares speeding down Luke Street or parked on footpaths etc.

Thank you to those people who move away when staff ask you to move. A
reminder that staff do not deserve to be sworn at, we are trying to keep
people safe. We appreciate your support with this. Thank you.
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WE HAVE RECEIVED COMPLAINTS FROM \
OUR NEIGHBOURS ABOUT PARENTS AND
CAREGIVERS PARKING ON YELLOW LINES \
AND PRIVATE PROPERTY AT THE END OF
THE SCHOOL DAY. YELLOW LINES ARE
THERE TO ENSURE CLEAR SIGHTLINES FOR
'EVERYONE—DRIVERS, PEDESTRIANS, AND
CYCLISTS—AND PARKING ON THEM IS NOT
ONLY ILLEGAL BUT ALSO INCREDIBLY
DANGEROUS, ESPECIALLY WHEN OUR
STREETS ARE BUSY.

WE ALSO WANT TO REMIND EVERYONE
ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF USING THE
PEDESTRIAN CROSSING. WE'VE NOTICED

A SOME PARENTS CROSSING THE ROAD 4
=~ AND CALLING THEIR CHILDREN TO CROSS
TO THEM, RATHER THAN USING THE
~ DESIGNATED CROSSING AREA. LUKE
STREET IS VERY BUSY AT THE END OF THE
DAY, AND RAIN VA‘?S:(?ES% VISIBILITY EVEN

PLEASE HELP US KEEP OUR CHILDREN AND
COMMUNITY SAFE BY USING THE
PEDESTRIAN CROSSING AND ONLY
PARKING IN DESIGNATED AREAS. YOUR
5 COOPERATION HELPS ENSURE A SAFER

g . ENVIRONMENT FOR ALL OF OUR
\ STUDENTS AND FAMILIES.

~'~-———’




SOCIAL MEDIA NOTICE

A REMINDER FOR STUDENTS AND WHANAU

PLATFORMS LIKE INSTAGRAM, TIKTOK, SNAPCHAT AND FACEBOOK HAVE A
MINIMUM AGE OF 13.

THESE RULES ARE THERE TO HELP PROTECT CHILDREN'S SAFETY AND
WELL-BEING ONLINE.

LATELY, WE'VE NOTICED YOUNGER CHILDREN USING THESE PLATFORMS, WHICH
CAN LEAD TO ISSUES THAT CARRY OVER INTO SCHOOL.

OUR SCHOOL DOES NOT ENDORSE OR MONITOR STUDENT USE OF
SOCIAL MEDIA OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL HOURS.

PARENTS/CAREGIVERS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR MONITORING DEVICE USE AT
HOME AND ENCOURAGING YOUR CHILD TO ENGAGE ONLY IN
AGE APPROPRIATE ONLINE SPACES.

LET'S WORK TOGETHER TO KEEP OUR TAMARIKI SAFE, CONFIDENT AND
SUPPORTED ONLINE.

Social media age restrictions

Students must be 13+ to use any of these sites

O &
©) kS




SOCIAL MEDIA NOTICE

Here at Otahuhu Intermediate we are increasingly concerned about the
impact that early and unsupervised access to platforms like TikTok,
Instagram, Snapchat, and other Social Media platforms is having on our
tamariki.

While these apps may seem harmless or fun, they expose children to
adult content, online bullying, and harmful messaging that they are not yet
emotionally or socially equipped to deal with. Even when they are used
“just to watch,” they shape the way our tamariki see the world and
themselves. What starts online often doesn’t stay there. We are seeing
the flow-on effects here at school - from friendship fallouts to anxiety and
loss of focus in class.

We know this can be a challenging space to navigate, especially with
older siblings, shared devices, and constant exposure to online trends.
But as adults, it’s our responsibility to guide and protect our young people
as they learn how to be safe, confident digital citizens.

We kindly ask that you continue to:

e Monitor and limit your child’s access to devices, especially after hours.
e No unsupervised devices in rooms with doors closed

e Have regular conversations about what they’'re seeing and doing online.
e Help them understand why some spaces are not safe or suitable for
their age.

e Stick to the legal age restrictions as most social media platforms are
13+.

Another good and free idea is to use ‘Google Family Link’, which works on
all platforms/phones. This allows you to block inappropriate sites, require
approval for new apps, manage permissions for apps and websites, as
well as limit screen time.




IMPORTANT NOTICE

NO

VAPING

Vapes are strictly prohibited on school grounds. All schools are Vape Free
Zones. It is illegal in New Zealand for any person(s) under the age of 18 to
engage in vaping. Any student(s) found in possession of a vape and/or vaping
on school grounds will be dealt with accordingly by a member of the
Leadership Team.

A student found with a vape will complete beautification responsibilities around
the school for two days during a break time. This may include removing gum or
other ways to keep our school environment clean. If a student is caught vaping
a meeting will be arranged with their whanau to discuss the situation. The
student(s) will face an immediate ‘stand down’ period of two days.

We take this matter very seriously, as the health of our students is our number
one priority. We have put this policy in place to ensure the safety and welfare of
our students, and we appreciate your cooperation in supporting us with these
guidelines.

Please note, that we may changfe these consequences if students continue to
choose to not follow the guidelines set out.

Thank you for your ongoing support.




IMPORTANT NOTICE

Students may bring their mobile
phones to school, but MUST hand
them in at the start of the day to
the Office Manager's office
.eﬁShr’ing their name and room
number is on the paper provided.
 Students must also ensure they
collect their mobile phones at the
end of the school day from the
~/ same place.

Students who have their mobile
phones on then during school
_ hours will have to do
beautification duties around the
school, their phone will also be
confiscated and it will need to be
collected by a parent or
. caregiver.
We take no respon|s:bmty‘for,
stolen or lost mobile ph¢n’  if |




IMPORTANT NOTICE

Please do not come up
the school driveway at
the end of the school
day to collect your child.
It iIs dangerous to have
SO many cars driving on
the driveway while our
students AND staff are
trying to make their way
to the front entrance.

Also, can | please
remind you that it is
lllegal to park on any
yellow lines and across
driveways. Once again
this IS incredibly
dangerous and illegal.

Our students and staff
safety is paramount.
The staff and students
of Otahuhu
Intermediate thank you
for your co-operation
with this.

NO PARKING
ON YELLOW
LINES




FOR YOUR CHILD’S SAFETY

PLEASE DO NOT CALL YOUR CHILD
ACROSS THE ROAD AT THE END OF
THE DAY. WE EXPECT OUR STUDENTS
TO USE THE PEDESTRIAN CROSSING
FOR THEIR OWN SAFETY!

IF WE ARE OUT ON THE FRONT GATE
AND WE REMIND YOUR CHILD TO USE
THE PEDESTRIAN CROSSING INSTEAD

OF RUNNING ACROSS THE ROAD TO

GET TO YOU, PLEASE DON'T BE
OFFENDED. WE ARE LOOKING AFTER
YOUR CHILD'S SAFETY AND WELL-
BEING!

YOUR CHILD NEEDS TO
STAY AT SCHOOL ALL
DAY!

STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO STAY

AT SCHOOL THE ENTIRE SCHOOL
DAY.

PLEASE DON'T BE OFFENDED IF WE
ASK THE REASON WHY YOU WANT TO
HAVE YOUR CHILD RELEASED EARLY.

COMING TO GET THEM BEFORE THE

END OF THE DAY IMPACTS

NEGATIVELY ON YOUR CHILD’S



7] Otahuhu
Intermediate
School

PLEASE CHECKOUT OUR
FACEBOOK PAGE!

‘Otahvhv Intermediate School’

5

Please LIKE us so you get to see all the awesome
things we are doing at our school. Our Facebook
page is dlso a great way for us to keep you

updated with important information.




GENERAL SCHOOL NOTICES & REMINDERS

PLEASE NAME IT

We make every effort to see students’
personal items are secure. It would
make our task considerably easier and
would drastically reduce levels of stress
for students if ALL ITEMS — INCLUDING
ALL UNIFORM ITEMS, PE UNIFORMS,
SHOES, SPORTS EQUIPMENT, JACKETS,
JERSEYS, LUNCHBOXES, WATER
BOTTLES, BAGS etc. WERE ALL CLEARLY

NAMED!!

SMOKE AND VAPE FREE ENVIRONMENT
In accordance with legislation | remind
parents/caregivers and students that our
entire school and boundary is Smoke
and

Vape Free.

OPEN DOOR POLICY
Otahuhu Intermediate has an “Open Door Policy”. This means that should you have any

guestions or concerns about anything please do not hesitate to contact us. Don’t be a
stranger, but pop in anytime you can. We’d love to see you!

If at any time you wish to see any of your child’s teachers about something specific
please telephone the school to organise an appointment. At times there are bound to
be issues that crop up and we encourage you to air your concerns but ask that you
speak to the person involved first. If you have done this and feel there has been no
success, you are more than welcome to see the Syndicate Leader, the relevant senior
staff member or myself.

If you are wanting information on your child’s progress, it is advisable to book a time to
see the class teacher. This will enable the teacher to give you the time you deserve to
have the proper conversation. Classrooms are busy places in the mornings before
school and immediately after, and it is not always possible for the teacher to give full
attention to your queries if you do not book in advance.

MESSAGES FOR/FROM STUDENTS

We accept there will be occasions when students need to contact members of their
family during the school day. With the approval of their classroom teacher,
students are able to use a school telephone to do this. Because of the demands of
school management and school activities, these calls will be restricted to important
matters — not to have forgotten homework, lunch etc. dropped off or to arrange an
after school social occasion! If things are forgotten then children will need to learn
to accept the consequences for their actions. Likewise, the school accepts with
today’s busy schedules there will be occasions when parents need to get important

messages to their children.

The school will make every effort to forward these messages, if received before
2.30pm. However, the administration staff cannot accept responsibility if a student

does not receive a message.

ABSENCE

If your child is absent from school please call
the office on 276 6421 or online to our
School Website -Otdhuhu
School, to report an absence before 8.30am.

Intermediate

UPDATE OF INFORMATION

If there have been any changes to the
custodial arrangements, change of address,
change of telephone number, change of
emergency contact numbers, or any other
changes we would be very grateful if you

OUR SCHOOL VALUES
Respect, Personal Responsibility, Passion.

would inform us as soon as possible, so our

records can be corrected.

LATENESS

All students who are late (i.e. arriving at
school after the 8.45am bell) report to
the office before heading to class. This is
to ensure we keep a track of attendance
and student safety. We appreciate your

MONEY
Money is not to be left in bags, desks or

NoY

. . iPod, game, fizzy drinks, lollies, chocolate or
clothing when not being worn. Hand to

chewing gum are to be brought to school. If
the office or class teacher for safe 686 &

a student has any of these, they will be
confiscated and returned at the end of the

keeping. If the procedure is not
followed and money is ‘lost’ or ‘stolen’

. . . day! We look forward to your support with
we will not waste any time following

this. AND lunches are provided free to every

support with this! up. Owner beware - follow the
g 2 child so no need to do drop offs.
procedure!
MEDICATION IN SCHOOL

MOBILE PHONES

If students bring cellphones to school
they are left at the office before school
and collected after school. If students
keep them on them or in bags during the
day and they are ‘lost’ or ‘stolen’ we will
not waste any time in following up.
Owner beware - follow the procedures!

No medication should be kept in your child’s school bag. If your child has
antibiotic/medication that needs to be administered during the school day please
ensure you have handed it in at the office. No medication can be administered to your

child without approval.

VISITORS
Whenever you visit the school please do so via the office so you can be checked in,
instead of going directly to the classroom. Thank you for your cooperation.




SCHOOL PROPERTY
The school has a policy of “abuser pays”. Students

who carelessly or wilfully damage school property
or equipment will be asked to meet the cost of the
repairs, or at the very least pay a fair share of the
replacement. We hope this will become a rare
occasion at Otahuhu Intermediate, however when
this does occur, parents/caregivers will receive an
explanatory letter and a tax invoice to cover costs.
In addition to the fact that schools operate on very
tight budgets,
personal responsibility as an important outcome of

we see the development of

our school programmes.

INTERNET SAFETY
We are well aware that the internet is a wonderful educational resource, but we

all know there are dangers.

As you know, to use the information and communications technologies
resources, including accessing the internet at school, students and their parents
are required to sign an ACCEPTABLE USE OF INFORMATION AND
COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGIES AGREEMENT. This agreement spells out
very clearly what is acceptable and what is not acceptable both in terms of use
and internet site access. This is done at enrolment.

Students use individual logons and our system records for audit all logons, the
date and time of the logon, the location of the computer and a list of all
searches attempted and sites accessed. Please discuss with your child the
appropriate use of the internet. Teachers also do this on a regular basis.

DRINK BOTTLES

Students are encouraged to carry water bottles with them in class. A common sense approach and one we will remind all children
throughout the term! Your support with this is much appreciated in the form of naming drink bottles and providing them! We
encourage all children to drink water regularly throughout the school day.

SCHOOL HOURS

Students are expected to be in school before 8.30am, ready for
an 8.45am start. The school day ends at 3.00pm. All students
leave school at the end of the day. The Leadership Team are at
the front gate every afternoon to ensure the students safely

leave the school grounds.

STUDENT AND whanau SUPPORT

We are very lucky to have the services of our very own SWiS and
Counsellors. Their roles are incredibly important and are here to
support students and whanau (to some degree). Please see the
office if you need any information on this.

PARK SAFELY AND KEEP OUR KIDS SAFE

Drivers who stop in the wrong place to drop off
and pick up passengers put the safety of children
at risk. Please do not park on the yellow lines
outside the school.

Please park legally to keep our children safe and to
avoid being ticketed. Before and after school is a
busy time for everyone. Parking rules help protect
our children and keep them safe. Drivers who park
illegally put our kids at risk.

Please do not call your child to cross the road
before or after school to where you are parked.
There is a pedestrian crossing on Luke Street
outside the school. Encourage your child to use
the pedestrian crossing!

Please also be mindful of your speed, other
vehicles and the students if you are using the
school driveway to drop off and pick up your
child(ren).

OTAHUHU INTERMEDIATE -
EXCELLENCE FOR ALL

HOME STUDY/HOMEWORK

Our stand on home study is that it is useful and helps develop good work habits
but can also be a contentious and emotional issue, that can cause much conflict
in the home and at school. There is always a wide range of views on the subject
with some parents wanting more and others wanting less.

We believe that home study at this level gives students practice at managing
their time to do some self-directed learning and therefore, encourage the
importance of reading. Reading is crucial in all areas of life. Our children need to
learn to read for sustained periods (at least 15 minutes at a time) — so if your

child says’ “l don’t have any homework” hand him/her a good book!




OTAHUHU INTERMEDIATE
SCHOOL

Te Kura Takawaenga o Otahuhu
06 Thursday November 2025
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Whanau, please circle which syndicate your child is in and return this to your child’s

teacher for your child to be in the draw for a $10 Tuck Shop voucher.
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